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is this happening to me?” to questions like, “What can
I learn from this, and how will this help me grow?”

Shaping one's perspective, shapes destiny.

Benjamin Nava is a walking example of endless

possibilities. At the age of 74, he returned to college to
pursue a degree in architecture—his end goal was to

GROWING UP build homes for those less fortunate.

Benjamin was born in Chihuahua, Mexico, and Currently, Benjamin is homeless and living out of his
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Benjamin got into the construction field and came to America for work. When he arrived in California, he
found an adult education program at a high school in Oceanside that allowed him to study and learn the
English language. His love for learning led him to Mira Costa College, where he took several math
courses, English, and accounting classes. Benjamin worked for Local 89 in San Diego for over ten years
before retiring.

@



Benjamin eventually made his way to Norco College and knew he needed to finish his education. In his words,
“I’'m looking for opportunities, and education will open that door for me.” He described Norco college as a
“...step to reach what I want. Norco College is helping me discover who I am and what career options are right
for me.”

At Norco College, Benjamin is active in student life, including the Men of Color, a student group that builds
community through brotherhood. He is loved by many on campus and seen as a motivating factor for other
students to reach their goals.

When Benjamin was asked
What advice he had for

adults considering

returning back to school,

here is what he had to say:

“If an immigrant, with little English, can come to America looking for opportunity and take advantage of
American Education, so can you.” He further encouraged people not to sit in their homes, thinking about going
back to school, but instead to apply, enroll, and come learn. Benjamin continued, “It won't be easy. I sleep on
the street in my car. No matter the obstacles, it is possible to reach your dreams if you believe. I don't have the
internet. I take showers at the gym with my membership. If you want something, it is possible. The obstacles
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will make you strong

"No matter the

A few weeks ago, Benjamin had heart surgery, and right obstacles it is

when he was able, he came back to school, stating,

possible to

“Nothing will stop me. I have faith that I will reach what I

want.” reach your

dreams."

Benjamin’s end goal is to have his own business building g@m@[ﬂ
homes, and he dreams of one day living in a home and - i
visiting other countries. For now, Benjamin is focused on
academics. In his final words on college, “Take
advantage and be educated. This (Norco College) is a

good college. To the young people with family and

help...don’t waste your time.”

If you are an older adult considering returning to college, give Norco College a try. We have a support team ready and willing to help you
enroll in classes and apply for financial aid if needed. 99% of all Norco College students graduate debt free. Now is the time to get the skills
you need for the job you want. Visit https://www.norcocollege.edu/futuremustangs to learn more.



https://www.norcocollege.edu/services/sp/moc/Pages/index.aspx#:~:text=%E2%80%8BThe%20Men%20of%20Color,Brotherhood%2C%20Support%2C%20and%20Resources.
https://www.norcocollege.edu/futuremustangs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10sJRpdSKJX2WIq0s9acaU8aTxEAsfoUu/view?usp=sharing

